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_Die Ausstellung verlauft Gber mehrere Phasen:
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Earth Day confrontation: A bizarre national rain dance from sea to oil-slicked sea

A Giant Step—Or a Springtime Skip?

Onw upon a time, when April's most
ambitious ecological effort was called
Arbor Day, the kids used to get sent
home early from school to attend tree-
planting ceremonies presided over by
the president of the PTA, an Episcopal
minister and a nice old aiderman. They
don’t call it Arbor Day any more. Last
Wednesday, when an implausible con-
gregation of uncounted millions of con-
cerned or curious Americans piled out
into the springtime sunshine, the name of
the day was Earth Day, and its purpose
was to marshal all the accumulated ma-
chinery and manpower of mass protest to
demand a halt to the wanton d i

the essential question remained whether
the whole uprising represented a giant
step forward for contaminated Earthmen
or just a springtime skipalong.

In either event, the nation blew itself
to its biggest street festival since the
Japanese surrendered in 1945—except
that this time the politicians had time to
count themselves in. The White House
remained silent—Mr. Nixon was said to
be miffed that the Earth Day organizers
had rebuffed his earlier overtures—but at
least 22 U.S. senators participated, led
by Wisconsin's strongly conservationist
Sen. Gaylord Nelson, the originator of
Earth Day. Go from Massach

of the nation’s—and the world's—life-giv-
ing air, water and soil.

From sea to oil-slicked sea, the hordes
of demonstrators—most of them middle-
class—sang, speechified, shouted or just
strolled along under the odd new banner
of ecology. It was a bizarre.nationwide
rain dance, partly earnest and partly
larky, partly voluntary and partly manip-
ulated, partly pertinent and partly diver-
sionary. It was also wholly inconclusive.
By the time the last auto engine had
been symbolically buried and the Jast
orator had spoken out against garbage,
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setts to Oregon hopy aboard, and
organizers estimated that 2,000 college
campuses, 2,000 community groups and
10,000 schools joined in.

In style and scope, it was very much
the kids” sort of operation.
= A group of students in Charlotte, N
A by the Episcopal Youth
Churchmen of Christ Church, dumped a
high mound of old ironing boards, char-
coal grills, toilet seats, tires and other de-
bris on the City Hall lawn, surmounted it
with a flag, Iwo Jima style, and marched
around it singing “America the Beauti-

ful.” Then they cleaned it all up.
® Several hundred students from five
Catholic high schools in Palos Verdes,
Calif,, raised placards and gas masks
marched to City Hall to petition for a de-
partment of environmental standards.
®Even Miami Beach brought out its
ever-popular floats, motorized despite the
added pollution, and loaded them with
toilets, '{:mled sewage and gas-masked
students for a bedraggled “Dead Orange
Parade” through town. “If it’s a parade,”
said one baffled woman, “where’s the
music?”

The bigger cities marched to a livelier
drummer. When New York barred the
internal-combustion engine from Fifth
Avenue and from Fourteenth Street,
hundreds of thousands of citizens took
the opportunity to gambol on atrophied
legs along the carless pavement, breath-
ing air that suddenly contained far less

. carbon monoxide. Mayor John Lindsay

scooted around town in an electric bus,
and NBC's camera crews used a horse-
drawn buggy. ves of hippies and stu-
dents frisked y and rocked by night
in a colossal dance and sprawl-in on
Fourteenth Street. Whatever it did for
ecology, Earth Day worked miracles for
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_untersucht das kreative Potenzial ~Kunstlicher
Intelligenz an der Schnittstelle von Technologie, Design
und Kunst

_hyperreale Bild- und Videowelten thematisiert die
Verschmelzung von Realitat und Virtualititmund von
Utopie und Dystopie

_Max Kuwertz thematisiert auch die Rolle digitaler
Werkzeuge (KI) fir den kreativen Ausdruck und Prozess




